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For this blog entry, I'm taking off my lawyer hat and instead am sharing a memory from a newsroom long vanished of a 

story never forgotten. It's the story of what I was doing 30 years ago, January 28, 1986. 

At the time I was a news writer at WXYZ-TV in Detroit. ABC owned Channel 7 at the time and there was no story too 

expensive to cover, the newsroom was full of editors and researchers and producers and production assistants, the 

reporters were all savvy and smart and had editors and writers to help them with their stories, and at the hub of all of 

this was the legendary anchorman Bill Bonds. If there was a better television newsroom in the United States in 1986, I 

have yet to hear about it. 

At about 11 :30 in the morning on January 28 Mike Meyerand, the 5:00 producer, assigned me to write a story about the 

Challenger lifting off. He suggested I write a 20-second voiceover story which he planned to run in the third segment of 

the broadcast, next to the weather forecast. With Bill on duty, this was a dangerous place for a VO. Mike normally 

allowed six minutes of "pad" time and even with that amount of slack Bill normally would test the limits of a producer's 
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